
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT COOPERATIVES 
REFERENCE GUIDE TO ALTERNATIVES 

 
 

1. 1GPA (1Governmental Procurement Alliance)    http://www.1gpa.org/index.php 

1GPA is a non-profit national governmental purchasing cooperative which allows public 
agencies to take advantage of existing contracts to purchase the goods and services they need 
from local and national vendors.  1GPA’s pooled purchasing power means public and private 
schools, cities, counties and state agencies, as well as colleges, universities and Native American 
communities can save actual budget dollars on our contracts utilizing best business practices. 
All of our contracts are competitively bid and awarded in compliance with state statutes, 
procurement laws and regulations. 
 
1GPA’s purchasing power and access to established public contracts means agencies can 
purchase building products, office supplies, furnishings, janitorial supplies, office machines, 
computers & software, telecommunications, and more at the most competitive pricing 
available. And, it’s totally free! 
 

2. BuyBoard    https://www.buyboard.com/National.aspx 

Cooperative formed between the National School Boards Association (NSBA) and 
several state school boards associations to streamline the buying process for 
schools, municipalities, and other public entities.  Developed to comply with state 
laws that require governmental entities to make purchases from an approved list 
of vendors who have gone through a competitive procurement process, BuyBoard 
gives members the advantage of leveraging the Cooperative’s ability to obtain 
bulk discounts, combined with the ease of online, web-based. 
 

3. E&I Cooperative (Educational & Institutional Cooperative)   
https://www.eandi.org/Default.aspx?   

Member-owned, not-for-profit sourcing cooperative delivering expertise, 
solutions and services to higher education, K-12 and related 
institutions.  Members have access to a diverse portfolio of competitively awarded 
contracts, electronic procurement platforms and consulting services.  By 
leveraging the knowledge and expertise of more than 3,600 member institutions, 
E&I helps members reduce costs and optimize supply chain efficiencies.   The 
Cooperative’s member driving competitive solicitation process meets generally 
accepted procurement standards across the nation. 
 

4. GSA    https://www.gsa.gov/buying-selling/purchasing-programs/gsa-schedules 

A purchasing cooperative is an agreement agrees to aggregate demand in order to 
get lower prices from certain suppliers. Government agencies often use this 
arrangement to lower the costs of procurement. The GSA, the U.S General Services 
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Administration, features a cooperative purchasing program that allows local, 
state, and tribal governments to have access to and benefit from pre-vetted 
vendors on a range of IT, security, and law enforcement products through specific 
GSA Schedule contracts. 

The program allows eligible businesses to buy from cooperative purchasing 
approved vendors using available funds. There are certain Schedule contracts 
open to cooperative purchasing, so if you have a particular Schedules contract and 
are interested in products or services in a certain industries, these contracts may 
be of use. 

o Schedule 70- This Schedule features a range of IT products and services, 
such as: mobile devices, mobile application management tools, automated 
data processing equipment, cloud computing, software, hardware, 
support equipment, and other professional services. This is the largest 
and most widely used Schedule in the federal government. 

o Schedule 84- This Schedule pertains mostly to purchases of security and 
law enforcement equipment. These contracts feature: alarm and signal 
systems, facility management systems, law enforcement and security 
equipment, firefighting and rescue equipment, special purpose clothing, 
and a variety of other services related to these industries. 

For cooperative purchasing, state, local, and tribal governments may be eligible 
for blanket purchasing agreements as well. These arrangements can involve cost 
savings and make buying more efficient. There are certain services and products 
available as blanket purchases under cooperative purchasing. These include: IT 
products, software, phones and wireless services, and specialized IT and security 
tools. 

For more info on cooperative purchasing and blanket purchasing agreements, 
contact Todd Cook, Customer Service Director, email tood.cook@gsa.gov . 

5. H-GAC (Houston-Galveston Area Council)    https://www.hgacbuy.org/  

HGACBuy is a "Government-to-Government" procurement service available 
nationwide. Governmental entities have been procuring products and services 
through HGACBuy for over 30 years. As a unit of local government assisting other 
local governments, HGACBuy strives to make the governmental procurement 
process more efficient by establishing competitively priced contracts for goods 
and services, and providing the customer service necessary to help its members 
achieve their procurement goals. All contracts available to members of HGACBuy 
have been awarded by virtue of a public competitive procurement process 
compliant with state statutes. 
 
All units of local government, including non-profits providing governmental 
services, are eligible to join HGACBuy. 
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6. KPN (Keystone Purchasing Network)      http://www.thekpn.org/ 

A national nonprofit cooperative purchasing program, serves K-12, higher 
education, local governmental and other tax-exempt, nonprofit markets.     
 

7. MMCAP (Minnesota Multistate Contracting Alliance for Pharmacy (MMCAP 
INFUSE)        

http://www.mmd.admin.state.mn.us/mmcap/ 
 
The Minnesota Multistate Contracting Alliance for Pharmacy (MMCAP INFUSE) is 
a free, voluntary group purchasing organization for government facilities that 
provide healthcare services. MMCAP INFUSE has been delivering pharmacy and 
healthcare value to members since 1985. MMCAP INFUSE membership extends 
across nearly every state in the nation, delivering volume buying power. Members 
receive access to a full range of pharmaceuticals and other healthcare products 
and services, such as medical supplies, influenza vaccine, dental supplies, drug 
testing, wholesaler invoice auditing, and returned goods processing. 

 
8. NASPO ValuePoint (National Association of State Procurement Officials)  

http://www.naspovaluepoint.org/#/home/contracts  
 
A unified, nationally focused cooperative aggregating the demand of all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia and the organized US territories, their political subdivisions and other eligible 
entities spurring best value, innovation and competition in the marketplace.   
 

9. NCPA (National Cooperative Purchasing Alliance)   http://www.ncpa.us/ 

A leading  national government purchasing cooperative working to reduce the cost 
of goods and services by leveraging the purchasing power of public agencies in all 
50 states. NCPA utilizes state of the art procurement resources and solutions that 
result in cooperative purchasing contracts that ensure all public agencies are 
receiving products and services of the highest quality at the lowest prices. 
 

10. NCPP  (National Cooperative Procurement Partners)  

http://www.nationalcooperativeprocurementpartners.org/ 
 
The National Cooperative Procurement Partners is leading the way in elevating the 
discussion, advocacy and educational content on cooperative procurement. Working 
collaboratively to bring all the “partners” in procurement together – cooperatives, 
strategic suppliers, affiliated organization and public procurement professionals – its 
goal is to produce meaningful educational tools to support public procurement agencies 
and become the “go to” resource for cooperative procurement.  
 
Whether you’re a public procurement professional or a cooperative/contract purchasing 
organization, you will find value in belonging to a respected organization that helps 
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you meet these challenges head on: improved operating efficiency, expanded 
organizational capacity, increased knowledge and industry insight.  
 

11. NPP (National Purchasing Partners)    https://mynpp.com/                 

NPP is a trusted savings provider for businesses and their employees nationwide. 
By leveraging the purchasing power of more than 300,000 members, NPP can 
provide top discounts and special B2B pricing to businesses of all sizes. NPP 
members enjoy exclusive deals on a catalog of useful items for both work and play. 
  
NPP membership is free and there is no obligation to buy. 

 
12. NPPGov             https://nppgov.com  

NPPGov services public and non-profit markets as a cooperative purchasing 
organization providing access to contracts created through an RFP process 
conducted by a lead public agency. NPPGov serves government, education and 
non-profit markets including two specialized programs: FireRescue GPO and Law 
Enforcement GPO. The FireRescue GPO program specifically serves the fire and 
rescue market and has a unique connection with fire chiefs associations 
throughout the country. The Law Enforcement GPO program serves the law 
enforcement, emergency communications and emergency management industry. 

NPPGov is the government division of National Purchasing Partners (NPP), which 
is a national group purchasing company serving a variety of private and public 
markets. NPP is a private company owned by a non-profit hospital, Virginia 
Mason, in Seattle, Washington. 

Membership is entirely free and there is no obligation to purchase. NPPGov 
members have access to a large variety of publicly solicited contracts to simplify 
purchasing while complying with procurement requirements. NPPGov’s contract 
portfolio is continually growing to meet the needs of its members. 

13. OMNIA Parnters              https://www.omniaparnters.com  

OMNIA Partners is the largest and most experienced organization in procurement 
and supply chain management. Covering both the private and public sectors, 
OMNIA Partners unites industry-leading buying power and world-class suppliers 
to offer an extensive portfolio of sourcing solutions and partnerships. Through 
economies of scale, OMNIA Partners is able to deliver more contracts, in more 
verticals, with transparent, value-driven pricing. 
 
Our immense purchasing power and world-class suppliers have produced an 
extensive portfolio of cooperative contracts and partnerships, making OMNIA 
Partners the most valued and trusted resource for organizations nationwide. 
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All contracts available through OMNIA Partners are competitively solicited and 
publicly awarded by a lead agency (government entity/educational institution), 
using a competitive solicitation process consistent with applicable procurement 
laws and regulations. 
 
With our even bigger team of experts dedicated specifically to municipal buying, 
and the nation's most comprehensive portfolio of products and services, OMNIA 
Partners empowers your complex agency to make budgets work harder than ever. 
 

14. PAEC (FloridaBuy)     http://my.paec.org/  

The PAEC State Cooperative Purchasing Program is a legislatively approved program 
that saves school districts time and money via e-commerce and in-person facilitation 
of pre-bid documents and services.   
 
From PAEC’s home page, click on “FloridaBuy” for a listing of nationally bid, locally 
awarded contracts for Florida Schools, Colleges, Cities, Counties, Non-Profit 
Organization, and All Other Eligible Governmental Entities.   

 
15. PEPPM (Technology Bidding & Purchasing Program)  

http://www.peppm.org/ 
 
Serving K-12, public and private higher educational institutions, county and state 
government entities with the purchase of technology products.   
 
PEPPM users achieve lower costs of acquisition for their technology products. 
They also enjoy the promise from awarded vendors to offer their best national 
cooperative price – all this under the confidence of using competitively bid 
contracts awarded by a fellow educational agency. 
 
With more than two million products under contract, the PEPPM technology 
purchasing cooperative is the nation’s most comprehensive source for public 
agencies to research and procure technology brands that meet their own local 
standards. 

 
16. Premier    https://www.premierinc.com/ 

Healthcare performance improvement alliance of approximately 3,600 U.S. 
hospitals and 120,000 other providers through the collaborative power of the 
alliance, we will lead the transformation to high-quality, cost-effective 
healthcare.  
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17. Sourcewell       https://www.sourcewell-mn.gov/contract-search 

A governmental agency that serves all units of education, government and non-
profit entities with competitively awarded contract purchasing solutions through 
industry-leading vendors.  
 
We can help you save time and money by combining the buying power of 50,000 
government, education, and nonprofit organizations. Simply pick the appropriate 
contract or vendor—we do the rest. 
 
Sourcewell holds hundreds of competitively solicited cooperative contracts ready 
for use. Choose from a wide array of products and services, or work with our in-
house specialists to find the solution that fits your needs. We award contracts at 
the manufacturing level, but they can be leveraged locally to support your local 
dealer. 
 

18. State of Florida Contracts (DMS)  

http://www.dms.myflorida.com/business_operations/state_purchasing/state_c
ontracts_and_agreements 

 
The Division of State Purchasing procures state contracts and agreements for 
commodities and services that are frequently used by multiple state agencies. 
Active state contracts and agreements are listed below; please visit the Contract 
and Agreement Type Definitions webpage for information about the types of 
contracts and agreements shown.  
 

19. TIPS  (The Interlocal Purchasing System) 
 

https://www.tips-usa.com/membership.cfm 

The Interlocal Purchasing System, better known as, TIPS Purchasing Cooperative, 
began in 2002 as a small regional cooperative of the Region 8 Education Service 
Center. While the cooperative has far exceeded the initial vision, Region 8 ESC has 
maintained its role as the Lead Agency for what is now a national operation. 
 
Region 8 ESC is one of 20 Regional Education Service Centers within Texas which 
assists school districts in improving student performance and increasing the 
efficiency and effectiveness of school operations, as commissioned by the Texas 
state legislature.  Region 8 ESC is governed by a seven-member Board of Directors, 
elected by local school board members; and an Executive Director, appointed by 
the Board of Directors, with approval of the Commissioner of Education. 
 
In addition, a Regional Advisory Committee serves in an advisory capacity to the 
Center and its Board of Directors to assist in evaluating the Center’s programs and 
services. This committee consists of one representative from each school district 
and one representative from each college or university with a teacher education 
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program. TIPS Purchasing Cooperative is one such program implemented and 
administered by Region 8 ESC. 
 
All TIPS contracts are awarded by the ESC 8 seven-member Board of Directors, 
and each TIPS vendor has met strict Competitive Bidding Process guidelines 
established by the ESC 8 administration and the TIPS legal team. The bidding 
statute for the lead agency is Chapter 44.031 of the Texas Education Code. 
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